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PROJECT GOALS
In this proposal, we will present the goals of our project and the means by which we will
accomplish them.  We plan to investigate the ongoing live subject research in the
cognitive sciences department at the University of Illinois and the ethical issues
surrounding this research.
We plan to narrow the broad subject area of cognitive science by focusing on the role its
research plays in furthering the development of artificial intelligence.  Interactions
between the artificial intelligence group and the Cognitive Science group are ongoing and
productive here on campus.   According to Beckman Institute website, where this
research is conducted, “observations and theories of human intelligence become guiding
principles for artificial intelligence research helping to refine the cognitive theories.”
RESEARCH
Our research findings include historical beginnings of cognitive science, the changes in
research processes over time, and ethical issues surrounding this field.  Through
interviews with people involved in the cognitive science department at the University of
Illinois we will discover how this department has responded to changes and how it has
addressed ethical issues.  Using these findings we will compare how the University has
responded to changes in methods of research versus the entire field of cognitive science.
Our interviewees include but are not limited to Jim Crowell and Bill Brewer.  Jim works
at the Integrated Systems Laboratory which is a Beckman Institute facility for advancing
understanding of human-computer interactions.  Bill Brewer is a cognitive psychologist
and professor in the psychology department at UIUC.  Both are currently carrying out
research in several areas of cognitive science.  As time progresses, we may find it
beneficial to contact other professionals within the department.
We will look at the ethical issues of research along with the ethical implications of that
research.  We will investigate current live subject research at Beckman Institute.  From
here we will be able to determine the ethics of this research in relation to the subjects.
Also, the purpose and intent of the research will reveal the ethical implications.
DIVISION OF LABOR
Work among the group will be divided into separate areas of research.  We will have four
sections history of cognitive science, the University of Illinois cognitive department,
ethical issues, and how the University has addressed ethical issues.  As a group we will
analyze findings and determine how effective the University has been at handling the
ethical issues.
We will present our findings in a comprehensive timeline.  We will look at two separate
timelines:  the development of the cognitive science field as a whole and the
establishment of the University of Illinois Cognitive Science Department.  We will
analyze similarities and differences between the two.   We will incorporate ethical issues
facing this area of research into the timeline and how each has responded to them. We
then look at how effectively both the field as whole and the university have addressed
and abided by the ethical issues facing them.  We will use our own ethical standards to
determine the whether or not the university has truly been ethical.
FINAL PRESENTATION
For our final presentation, we believe that the best way to present our findings is through
a website.  The website will contain all of our information presented in the most
comprehensible manner.  There will be pictures and diagrams of the cognitive research
process and short video clips of our interviewees.  We will provide links to all of our
resources, as well as links to other sites containing further information.
